Greetings from Bloomington, Indiana

 In the United States of America 

We’re from the Hoosier State!


We are a 6th grade class of 28 students at University School in Bloomington, Indiana.  Our teacher is Ms. Donna Kinkead. 

Bloomington is located in Monroe County which has a population of approximately 120,563 in Monroe County and 69,291 in Bloomington. Most of Bloomington’s population is related in some way to Indiana University which is located here.

  Our School has this name because it was originally part of the School of Education at Indiana University.  When we were no longer the lab school, the name stuck, even when we moved to a new school building twelve years ago! 



Because there are so many participating schools from the United States, we thought we would focus on the state of Indiana and our Midwestern region of the United States for our facts.
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Figure 1:  Monroe County Courthouse in Bloomington, Indiana
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Indiana Geography, Climate and Products: Indiana is considered the crossroads to the Midwest. The capital of Indiana is Indianapolis and is one of only two states where the state name is part of the capital. 


Indiana is bordered by Michigan on the north, Ohio on the east, Kentucky on the south, and Illinois to the west in the “Central Lowlands” of the United States of America. 


Due to a glacier that passed through the region during the last ice age, the topography of the state is varied. The northern region is flat, while southern Indiana is full of rolling hills; there are wetland areas scattered throughout Indiana. 

Scenic areas include the Indiana Dunes in the north along Lake Michigan and Madison<Indiana’s unique architecture along the Ohio River.







Figure 2:  Kirkwood Observatory

Indiana is one of the nation’s top producers of limestone; we boast the most deposits of any area in the world. Many important buildings in the United States are constructed of Indiana limestone including the Empire State Building and the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.  Locals often swim in limestone quarries that are no longer in use. Bedford is the limestone capital of the world. Because of the limestone the most interesting geological feature of southern Indiana is the karst topography, which produces many caves. Blue Springs caverns are located south of our town and are fun to visit and explore.
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Figure 3: Limestone Quarry filled in with water
Figure 4:  Limestone Quarry

 
Indiana once was covered in forests but is now thought of as a farm state.  It is one of the top producers of corn and soybeans.

Indiana Facts

Indiana was admitted to the Union on December 11, 1816 and was named for Indiana territory, established in 1800. The first use of the name Indiana was for a tract of land in Pennsylvania ceded by Indians in 1768. Indiana means “Land of Indians.” Indiana used to be home to many Native American people such as the Shawnee, Kickapoo, Pottawatomie, and Miami.

Governor: Joseph Kernan

State Capital: Indianapolis

Number of Counties: 92

U.S.Congress: 2 Senators, 9 Representatives

Geographic Area: 36,420 square miles

2000 Population: 6,080,485

White: 5,320,022

African American: 510,034

American Indian, Eskimo, Aleutian: 15,815

Asian or Pacific Islanders: 59,126
Hispanics: 214,536
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Figure 5:  State Flag of Indiana.  Indiana became the nineteenth state in the union in 1816 and there are nineteen stars on the state flag.
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Figure 6:  Indiana University Sample Gates. The gates, constructed of Indiana limestone, mark the entrance to the Old Crescent, the site of IU's historic campus buildings built between 1884 and 1908.

Indiana University: 
The city of Bloomington is home to Indiana University which was founded in  the late 1800s. Bloomington and Indiana University have even been in several movies, including Breaking Away about the Little 500 bicycle race.


Because many students in our district live in IU student housing, there are forty different nationalities represented at University Elementary, because of the international draw of the university. The majority of our other foreign language speakers are Korean. Our class has people who were born in a variety of different countries including the United Kingdom, Korea, and the Philippines. 


Indiana University has one of the top music schools in the country. IU is also known for the Kelly School of Business. The IU Auditorium is a regular pit stop for famous touring shows. Last year the IU men’s soccer team placed 1st in the nation.


Other important universities in Indiana include Notre Dame in South Bend and Purdue University in Lafayette.
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Figure 7: The Rose Well House, an open air pavilion built in 1908
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Figure 8: Arboretum on IU campus
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Figure 9: The thirteenth largest university library in North America, IU's Main Library serves as an excellent academic resource for all students. Built in 1969, the building contains 11 graduate floors, five undergraduate floors, a central lobby for group study, and numerous areas for 







quiet study.

What is a Hoosier?


Hoosier is one of the most firmly established nicknames in the Union, but its origin is unclear. Following are a few explanations: 


There was a contractor named "Hoosier" on the Louisville and Portland Canal who always preferred to hire men from Indiana because they were good workers. They were called Hoosier's men and later simply Hoosiers. 


James Whitcomb Riley, the Hoosier poet, facetiously maintained that the word came from the pugnacious habits of Indiana's settlers. When fighting, they bit off the ears of their opponents. A settler coming into a tavern the morning after a fight, seeing an ear on the floor, would say, "Who's ear?" and this led to "Hoosier". 


The word "hosier" is of English origin; it was used in the south at an early day to designate an uncouth, boorish person. The word came to Indiana from the south as did many of the pioneer settlers. Those who remained in the south soon applied the term "hosier" to those who went to Indiana. The spelling was changed to Hoosier. 

Fun Facts: 

- The home of the Holiday World, the first theme park, is Santa Claus, Indiana. 

- Bloomington is home to the science museum WonderLab.

- The famous Indianapolis 500 racecar competition is held in Indiana.
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Figure 10:   Indianapolis Speedway
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Jim Davis was born July 28, 1945, in Marion, Ind., and was promptly dropped on his head, explaining his lifelong desire to become a cartoonist. Jim Davis grew up on a small farm with his parents, his brother and 25 cats. As an asthmatic child, Jim spent a lot of time in bed and with little more than his pencil, paper and imagination, he created pictures, which he soon discovered were more fun when accompanied by words.

-John Mellencamp, a rock singer, lives in Bloomington. He is one of many famous musicians with a connection here – others include Hoagy Carmichael and Cole Porter.

-Kevin Kline, the movie actor who plays Cole Porter among many other roles, also had a start in the theater department of Indiana University.

- Larry Byrd, a famous basketball player, lives in Indiana.

- The Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis was named after James Whitcomb Riley. James Whitcomb Riley is the “Hoosier Poet” and is famous for many poems such as Little Orphan Annie and Lockerbie Street.
- Basketball is the most celebrated sport in Indiana. There are basketball hoops in nearly every driveway all over the state.

- The United States has two major political parties, the Republican and the Democrat. While Indiana is a traditionally Republican state, the majority of Bloomington is Democratic.

- Indiana is one of the few places to pick the fruit persimmons (also known a paw paws.)  
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Figure 11:   Brown County State Park  

Brown County State Park is located in the rolling hills of Brown County Indiana. The park's many scenic, sprawling acres offer magnificent vistas, hiking and horse trails, abundant wildlife, and overnight campsites easily accessible to the public. With its close proximity to Yellowwood State Forest, the quaint artists colony of Nashville, Indiana, T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Monroe Reservoir, Morgan-Monroe State Forest, McCormick's Creek state Park and Indiana University, visitors can enjoy a wide variety of activities in southern Indiana.
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Figure 12: Bloomington Farmers' Market held each Saturday  Every Saturday from 7 a.m. - Noon, May through October, farmers and vendors fill the Showers Common with locally-grown produce and flowers, freshly baked bread, coffee and muffins for the Saturday morning Market. Local musicians perform while thousands of people find their way among the corn and tomatoes, local dairy products and warm scents of fresh herbs. The Market often feels like equal parts shopping, socializing and treasure hunt. 

We hope you enjoyed this information and will come visit us some time!
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Here is our school in Bloomington, Indiana

http://www.university.mccsc.edu/
Donna Bernens-Kinkead

University School

Sixth Grade

1111 N. Russell Road

Bloomington, IN 47408

812-330-7753, ext. 250






